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Issuo

Region X has requested finding of $750,000 to initiate «n
rowval actions at asbestos rtiiyiBnl sites generated by John*~ManviU*
in BuSson and Saataia, Haw

Background

The JohrtMtenvill* Ccnpany, focnarly located in ftoshua, New Banpshir*,
Md of over 70,900 tens of asbeeto* waste* {shc«t$, pellets, and dust) on

ja-ivate proptrty at w»ral *it«a in Nashua and nenrty ttjd»cn. New aaepehire.
Ihe diJposal oparaticns etarted in the 1960 'a and ended in 1972.

Six sites an addressed in the proposed taaediat*

A. Bursey site, 240,000 »quar* feet, is a large open area u*ed for dirt
biking, shotgun practice, and general recreation for local children
and adolescents. A popular drivs-in cestatannt i* located 100 ydi.
to th» rcrth along Route ill, the main toad through Hudson and
Nashua.

B. AluXonis Bite, 11,000 sguar« feet,, is a vacant lot ioaediately wast
of the fluraey site. An occMpi** reeidenoe borders the *it» to the
east.

C. Baker site, 10,400 square feet, is vest of Alukoni* site along
Route 111. Hast* is disposed of behind a gasoline service station,
and vehicles park die«ctly on the asbestos fill.
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0. mtaraxao site, 105,000 sq, ft., is about 1 V2 alias northeast of
the first three site* mentioned, along pouts 111. K*al and several
residences a*e located within 500 feet of this sita, it is alee a
dirt bite and recreation area for local children.

E. Sjprague sit*/ 30,000 aq, ft,, is in residential Nashua at the end
of intervale Street. A residence is neat door to the west.

P. Cbulcntoe site, 11,400 sq. ft., is in a populated «r*a of Hudson at
Musquash and Wesson Boads* 2he site is in the front yard of a
residence, and is used as a play area; part is covered with gravel
driveway.

Ihe asbestos fill at the** sites is, for the nost part, exposed to the
air.- Over the years, weather and disturbance by vehicular traffic, dirt
bikes, foot traffic, and landscaping have dfecaacosed auch of the Asbestos
natarial so that it is very friable, cxuriftling easily to airborne dust, the
asbestos concentration is 90% of the fill material.

•*•*

The site «es not submitted as a candidate for the ftetional priority List
because an cnforoeaent case we* jaroceeding. ..

Nature of threat

the primary threat is ongoing exposure to a known carcinogen. Airborne
asbestos particles, inhaled into the lungs, are a proven contributor to Itng
cancer asbestosia (long-tea, high-level exposure), gastrointestinal tract
tUBors, and nesothelicaa (conttdcUd from short-tern, low-level eigposur*}.
Xhs asbestos is found in large guantities on the surface, and incltfes dust

-' and friable materials easily converted to dust, ffcen this arterial is dry
and is diatntoed by traffic or vind, particles can raoin airborne for long
periods and be easily inhaled*

•& Hundreds of people live on or near these asbestos sites, their
i children play in these areas, and thousands of others travel along Itoutte 111
I ttoich is bordered by open asbestos sites. Oonseoiiently, the population at
':, risk is large and particularly susceptible to lonshtAxn diseases.

A secondary threat is asbestos run-off into surface water. Streams near
the asbestos fill areas are tributaries to tba-iferristtck River, which is a
source of drinking water to downstreaa committes. NO aaladies have been
traced to ingsstion of asbestos particles through drinking water, however*

Btforcaafent Status

See attachment,
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Actions laken

Enforoetnent action ham teen taken, tut the only sit* work by EPA ha*
been investigatory. Neither state or local agencies haw addressed the
problcn of Halting exposure to the asbestos. The state did sign a currant
decree to have one of the sites coveted, but apparently no actions were ever
taken.

prior to declaring bankruptcy, filled and seeded two
asbestos disposal areas along Virginia Drive in Hudson, tew Beqpshire. nacsnt
inspections found the area was adequately covered, fta owners of several of
the other sites have covered part of the imbattos fill with gravel, sand,
wood chips, or soil and vegetation, but the efforts have hot been adequate
to mitigate the release of asbestos oust and the risk of exposure.

Or flfcalth Advisory

On Hay 20 the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) was requested by EM to
prepare a public health advisory for the Hudson-Nashua asbestos sites. On
June 13 the advisory was completed and received in Hf* BMdquarters on June
15. The advisory basically concurs with EPA's proposed naoval action. DM
advisory concludes that each site needs action to prevent exposure to
respirable airborne asbestos fibers and procedures must be followed during
cleanup to prevent asbestos exposure to both workers and the public. 3h*
M̂ttorandutt to the record supporting the health advisory specifically states
that access to each of the sites by the public should be prevented insadiataly,

Proposed Actions

Region X has pLopueefl to grade, cover to 30 inches, loan, and seed five
areas totalling alaoet 400,000 square feet. Cne site, the Baker site behind
the service station, would instead be graded and asphalted to 3 inches, due
to the traffic and parking on that area. Each site will be graded to allow
for surface drainage, and the tetarazao sit* will require a retaining wall,
drainage swale, and culvert. The total esti&ated extraaural cost is $750,000.

One of the sites, the Goulcobe site, is the front yard of a private
hone. Cover cannot be applied without causing severe drainage probleos.
Continued use of the area by the residents also precludes leaving the asbestos
in place. At CDC's reccnaendation, the Ooulcobe faadly (nine people) will
be temporarily relocated to adniaize their exposure while work is ongoing.

Adjacent to the Alukonis site lies the Eheauoe residence. Based on the
close proximity of the asbestos to the hone and the lack of natural barriers
to wind-borne asbestos, the two occupants of the Ftoautt residence vust also
be temporarily relocated. Another hone, the Grahan residence? will be
taqporarily relocated if the OK determines monitoring data dictates it. In
suaaary, a total of two residences, occupied by eleven people, mist be
temporarily relocated. Cne additional hcae, having twa people, say require
relocation.
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Several of the sites win be temporarily fenced until an adequate
vegetative cover is established.

(. /
: At GDC's recoaasndaticn, extensive air aqnitoring (saopling and analysis)
*. < will be conducted to assure that air releases during cleanup activities are

• adniaized. Ihe closure and decootanination of several nearby buildings nay
;;: also be required. fttese activities are included in the cost suBaoaries for
;' each site.

-, & seventh site, the pointer site, is being considered for renewal actions.
• 1ft* site has been partially coveted and requires further investigation before

a raaoval is initiated, however. Additional funding aoy be requested if the
Degion concludes a cover is required.,

• The option of excavation of -the asbestos at all six sites (70,000 tons)
was not chosen due to the prohibitive cost and auch greater scope of evacuation
required* Excavation of all sites would greatly increase the chance of
asbestos exposure to the surrounding population*

The picvc**3 action liadt* asbestos Migration into the air and
surface water, the pathways of potential threat. Basting and follow-up
inspections will be necessary to ensure that natural weathering, erosion,
huaan disturbances, and other factors do hot r*-»apoe» the aafrestoB in the
future.

*•

involvesaent

Based on their -close- pzcadnity to the aahestaB sites ESft has requested
that FEKA conduct the temporary relocation of t*o residences «hil« the cleanup
is in progress, the ffwriam ties required for relocation is about two weeks.
At the discretion of the Em CSC, FHft Bay be requested to relocate at least
one additional residence.

PEER fttcoPBiendationa

Based on the infatuation subnitted, I recceaend that the request for an
iaoediate removal action at the Jbhns-Hknville asbestos disposal sites be
approved, with an extraaural project ceiling of $750,000.

Concuri *\y>^>'v~~^{K-g\*-'«-\ Datei

tfcrooncurt Dnte:

Hiasmfti!^^



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHiKOTOM. D.C, 204CO
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F.
Director, Emergency Operations -
Federal Emergency Hanageaent Agency
SOD C Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20472

Dear Mr. umiiBS:

' T h e Joh«4tenv11U Cowpany, forwftrly located in Nashua, New H*apsh1n,
disposed of over 70.WX) tons of asbestos wastes on private property at
several sites in Kashua and nearby Hudson, New Hampshire. The disposal
operations started In the 1960*s and ended In 1972.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 1s Initiating an londlate
rewval action under the Comprehensive Envlroneental Response, Coapeasatlon
and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCU). Six sites are addressed In the leawHat
renoval* A seventh site Is being considered for removal action but further
Investigation 1$ required before a renoval Is Initiated. The six sites art:

1, Bursty site, located 100 yards to the north of Route 111 In
Hudson, »& _

/ 2, Alukonls site, a vacant lot 1 mediately west of the Etursey site.
> 3* Baker site, located west of the Alukonls site along Route 111.

4. Hatarazzo site, located 1 and 1/2 riles northeast of the Bursty
site.

5. Sprague site, located In residential Nashua at the end of Intervale
Street.

6. Coultwbi site, located In a populated area of Hudson, NH at
- Musquash and Has son Roads.

• The asbestos fill at these sites 1s, for the cost part, exposed to the
air. Over the years, weather and disturbance by vehicular traffic, dirt

. bikes, foot traffic and landscaping have decjMposed ntst of the asbestos
awterlal so that It It very friable, crunbllng easily to airborne dust.
When this Mterlal 1s dry and 1s disturbed by traffic or wind, particles
can reataln airborne for long periods and can be easily Inhaled.
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On June 13. 1983, on request of EPA, the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) issued a Public Health Advisory for the Hudson-Nashua asbestos
sTte*. The CDC advisory, which is enclosed, concludes tfeat *.,.tn* fact
that the aaterUl is friable, and currently at the surface of these

. sites constitutes a health risk fro* chronic long'tera exposure to the
general public who have unhindered access to these sites." the CDC
advisory also directs that care should be taken during the cleanup action
to prevent exposure to the public and the worker to resuspended asbestos
fibers.

The Qn-Sctne Coordinator (OSC) has determined that, as a precautionary
measure, it Is necessary to temporarily relocate several households In
the vicinity of these sites in order to Iforft the residents' exposure
during the cleanup activities.

In order to facilitate this removal action, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) is requested to initiate action to temporarily
relocate residents who are subject to exposure* The specific households
and tlMfraaes for relocation will be identified by the OSC* At this tin*
the OSC has Identified the following households for relocation: the Rheauae
household (two people) at the Alucofrts site; and the Coulonbe household
(eight people} at the,Coulo*be site. As the cleanup work progresses,
the OSC nay Identify additional households for relocation -in order to

"reduce the exposure of the affected residents*

I have directed ^y~staff to prepare an Interaoancy Agreenent (IA6)
which will transfer funding to FEKA. Pending completion of the IAS,
however, and because work mst begin 1 Mediately, the Comptroller of EPA
has taken action to reserve $35,000 for FENA for this action.

Hilllan N. Hedenan, Jr.
Director

Office of Emergency and Remedial Response

' Enclosure


